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NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE 
The agency identified below in box 1 provides notice of proposed rule change pursuant to Utah Code Sections 63-46a-4. 
Please address questions regarding information on this notice to the agency. The full text of all rule filings is published in 
the Utah State Bulletin unless excluded because of space constraints. The full text of all rule filings my also be inspected 
at the Division of Administrative Rules. 
 DAR file no:    Date filed:   
Utah Admin. Code ref. (R no.): R156-56  Time filed:   
Changed to Admin. Code Ref. (R no.):  
   

Agency: Commerce/Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing 
Room no.:   
Building: Heber M. Wells Building  
Street address 1: 160 East 300 South  
Street address 2:   
City, state, zip: Salt Lake City UT 84111-2316 
Mailing address 1: PO Box 146741  
Mailing address 2:   
City, state, zip: Salt Lake City UT 84114-6741  
Contact person(s): 
Name: Phone:  Fax: E-mail: 
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1.  
  

        
(Interested persons may inspect this filing at the above address or at DAR between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on business days.) 

   
Title of rule or section (catchline): 2. 
Utah Uniform Building Standard Act Rules 
Type of notice: 3. 
New ___;  Amendment XX;  Repeal ___;  Repeal and Reenact ___ 
Purpose of the rule or reason for the change: 4. 
During the Division's recent codes update cycle in 2006, the 1994 American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI) 225.1, Manufactured Home Installations Standard, was replaced by the 2005 National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) 225 Model Manufactured Home Installation Standard and the 2006 International 
Residential Code Appendix E Manufactured Home Installation Standard.  The current installation standard 
fails to address requirements for mobile homes that were manufactured prior to 1976.  These standards were 
included in Annex E of the 1994 ANSI 225.1 standard which is no longer published.   These proposed 
amendments are adopting the text of Annex E of the 1994 ANSI 225.1 standard that is no longer published.  
Although the proposed amendments only apply to mobile homes manufactured prior to 1976, they are still 
needed because these mobile homes can be relocated or rehabilitated.  If such a relocation or rehabilitation is 
implemented, the minimum health and safety requirements of these amendments need to be provided for in 
such manufactured/mobile homes.  The proposed amendments are not needed for manufactured homes built 
after 1976 because those homes would have been manufactured to meet minimum standards under federal 
laws that became effective in 1976.  Those federal standards included these minimum safety standards.  
This change is a response to comments from the Administrative Rules Review Committee. 5. 
Yes ___;  No XX 



Summary of the rule change: 6. 
Section 701: amendments are proposed to update manufactured/mobile home safety standards. Section 714 is 
being added to provide installation and safety requirements for mobile homes built prior to June 15, 1976. 
Aggregate anticipated cost or savings to: 
A) State budget: 
The Division anticipates no costs or savings associated with this rule amendment to the state budget.  The 
proposed amendments do not enact any requirements that are applicable to state facilities. 
B) Local government: 
The Division anticipates no costs or savings associated with this rule amendment to local governments.  The 
proposed amendments do not enact any requirements that are applicable to local governments. 
C) Other persons: 

7. 

Costs relating to these proposed amendments to manufactured/mobile home owners would depend upon the 
condition of the manufactured/mobile home being relocated or rehabilitated.  It is impossible for the Division 
to estimate the cost of implementation of these requirements.  It is quite likely that owners of existing mobile 
homes that are subject to these requirements may have already voluntarily provided for many of the minimum 
life safety requirements included in the amendments.  It is also impossible to determine the number of such 
mobile homes that will be relocated or rehabilitated.  However, it is critical to assure that these types of homes 
meet minimum safety requirements.   The cost of implementation is certainly justified in light of the potential 
for serious injury or death that could result from failure to meet these minimum safety requirements. 
Compliance costs for affected persons  
("person" means any individual, partnership, corporation, association, governmental entity, or public or 
private organization or any character other than an agency): 

8. 

Costs relating to these proposed amendments to manufactured/mobile home owners would depend upon the 
condition of the manufactured/mobile home being relocated or rehabilitated.  It is impossible for the Division 
to estimate the cost of implementation of these requirements.  It is quite likely that owners of existing mobile 
homes that are subject to these requirements may have already voluntarily provided for many of the minimum 
life safety requirements included in the amendments.  It is also impossible to determine the number of such 
mobile homes that will be relocated or rehabilitated.  However, it is critical to assure that these types of homes 
meet minimum safety requirements.   The cost of implementation is certainly justified in light of the potential 
for serious injury or death that could result from failure to meet these minimum safety requirements. 
Comments by the department head on the fiscal impact the rule may have on businesses: 9. 
In addition to technical clarifying amendments, this rule filing replaces the minimum safety standards for 
mobile homes built prior to 1976 which had been inadvertently removed in a recent rule revision that adopted 
the current editions of national codes..  Because the safety standards have always been part of the Uniform 
Building Standard Act Rules and because the other amendments are for clarification purposes, no fiscal 
impact to businesses is anticipated from this rule filing.  Francine A. Giani, Executive Director 
This rule change is authorized or mandated by state law, and implements or interprets the following 
state and federal laws. 
State code or constitution citations (required): 

10. 

Section 58-56-1 and  Subsections 58-1-106(1)(a), 58-1-202(1)(a), 58-56-4(2) and 58-56-6(2)(a)  
This rule adds, updates, or otherwise changes the following titles of materials incorporated by 
references (a copy of materials incorporated by reference must be submitted to DAR; if none, leave blank): 

11. 

 
The public may submit written or oral comments to the agency identified in box 1.  (The public may also 
request a hearing by submitting a written request to the agency.  The agency is required to hold a hearing if it 
receives requests from ten interested persons or from an association having not fewer than ten members.  
Additionally, the request must be received by the agency not more than 15 days after the publication of this 
rule in the Utah State Bulletin.  See Section 63-46a-5 and Rule R15-1 for more information.) 
A) Comments will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on (mm/dd/yyyy): 03/05/2007 

12. 

B)  A public hearing (optional) will be held: 



on (mm/dd/yyyy):   at (time): At (place): 
02/06/2007 1:00 pm 160 East 300 South, Conference 

Room 475 (4th floor), Salt Lake 
City, Utah  

   
   
This rule change may become effective on (mm/dd/yyyy):  03/13/2007 13. 
NOTE:  The date above is the date on which this rule MAY become effective.  It is NOT the effective date.  
After the date designated in Box 12(A) above, the agency must submit a Notice of Effective Date to the 
Division of Administrative Rules to make this rule effective.  Failure to submit a Notice of Effective Date will 
result in this rule lapsing and will require the agency to start the rulemaking process over. 
Indexing information -- keywords (maximum of four, in lower case, except for acronyms (e.g., "NASA") or 
proper nouns (e.g., "Medicaid"): 
contractors building codes 

14. 

building inspector licensing 
15. Attach an RTF document containing the text of this rule change 

(filename): 
R156-56.pro 

To the agency:  Information requested on this form is required by Sections 63-46a-4, 5, 6, and 10.  Incomplete 
forms will be returned to the agency for completion, possibly delaying publication in the Utah State Bulletin, and 
delaying the first possible effective date. 

AGENCY AUTHORIZATION 
Agency head or designee, 
and title: 

F. David Stanley, Director Date (mm/dd/yyyy): 01/04/2007 

ProposedRule.doc  9/26/2003 



R156.  Commerce, Occupational and Professional Licensing. 
R156-56.  Utah Uniform Building Standard Act Rules. 
R156-56-701.  Specific Editions of Uniform Building Standards. 
 (1)  In accordance with Subsection 58-56-4(3), and subject 
to the limitations contained in Subsection (6), (7), and (8), 
the following codes are hereby incorporated by reference, which 
codes together with any amendments specified under these rules, 
are adopted as the construction standards to be applied to 
building construction, alteration, remodeling and repair and in 
the regulation of building construction, alteration, remodeling 
and repair in the state: 
 (a)  the 2006 edition of the International Building Code 
(IBC), including Appendix J promulgated by the International 
Code Council shall become effective on January 1, 2007; 
 (b)  the 2005 edition of the National Electrical Code (NEC) 
promulgated by the National Fire Protection Association, to 
become effective January 1, 2006; 
 (c)  the 2006 edition of the International Plumbing Code 
(IPC) promulgated by the International Code Council shall become 
effective on January 1, 2007; 
 (d)  the 2006 edition of the International Mechanical Code 
(IMC) promulgated by the International Code Council shall become 
effective on January 1, 2007; 
 (e)  the 2006 edition of the International Residential Code 
(IRC) promulgated by the International Code Council shall become 
effective on January 1, 2007; 
 (f)  the 2006 edition of the International Energy 
Conservation Code (IECC) promulgated by the International Code 
Council shall become effective on January 1, 2007; 
 (g)  the 2006 edition of the International Fuel Gas Code 
(IFGC) promulgated by the International Code Council shall 
become effective on January 1, 2007; 
 (h)  subject to the provisions of Subsection (4), the 
Federal Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards 
Act (HUD Code) as promulgated by the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development and published in the Federal Register as set 
forth in 24 CFR parts 3280 and 3282 as revised April 1, 1990; 
 (i)  subject to the provisions of Subsection (4), Appendix 
E of the 2006 edition of the International Residential Code 
promulgated by the International Code Council shall become 
effective on January 1, 2007; and 
 (j)  subject to the provisions of Subsection (4), the 2005 
edition of the NFPA 225 Model Manufactured Home Installation 
Standard promulgated by the National Fire Protection Association 
shall become effective January 1, 2007. 
 (2)  In accordance with Subsection 58-56-4(4), and subject 
to the limitations contained in Subsection 58-56-4(5), the 



following codes or standards are hereby incorporated by 
reference and approved for use and adoption by a compliance 
agency as the construction standards which may be applied to 
existing buildings in the regulation of building alteration, 
remodeling, repair, removal, seismic evaluation and 
rehabilitation in the state: 
 (a)  the 1997 edition of the Uniform Code for the Abatement 
of Dangerous Buildings (UCADB) promulgated by the International 
Code Council; 
 (b)  the 2006 edition of the International Existing 
Building Code (IEBC), including its appendix chapters, 
promulgated by the International Code Council; 
 (c)  ASCE 31-03, Seismic Evaluation of Existing Buildings, 
promulgated by the American Society of Civil Engineers; 
 (d)  Pre-standard and Commentary for the Seismic 
Rehabilitation of Buildings (FEMA 356) published by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (November 2000). 
 (3)  Amendments adopted by rule to prior editions of the 
Uniform Building Standards shall remain in effect until 
specifically amended or repealed. 
 (4)  In accordance with Subsection 58-56-4(2), the 
following [is]are hereby adopted as the installation standard 
for manufactured housing for new installations or for existing 
manufactured or mobile homes which are subject to relocation, 
building alteration, remodeling or rehabilitation in the state: 
 (a)  The manufacturer's installation instruction for the 
model being installed shall be the primary standard.[;] 
 (b)  If the manufacturer's installation instruction for the 
model being installed is not available or is incomplete, the 
following standards shall be applicable: 
 ([b]i)  Appendix E of the 2006 edition of the International 
Residential Code as promulgated by the International Code 
Council Appendix E for installations defined in Section AE101[is 
adopted as the installation standard for manufactured housing as 
defined in Section AE101]; or 
 ([c]ii)  If an installation is beyond the scope of the 2006 
edition of the International Residential Code Appendix E as 
defined in Section AE101, [as provided in Subsection R156-56-
701(4)(b),] then the 2005 edition of the NFPA 225 Model 
Manufactured Home Installation Standard promulgated by the 
National Fire Protection Association[ shall apply as the adopted 
installation standard;]. 
 ([d]c)  The manufacturer, dealer or homeowner shall be 
permitted to design for unusual installation of a manufactured 
home not provided for in the manufacturer's standard 
installation instruction Appendix E of the 2006 edition of the 
International Residential Code, or the 2005 edition of the NFPA 



225, provided the design is approved in writing by a 
professional engineer or architect licensed in Utah.[; and] 
 (d)  For mobile homes built prior to June 15, 1976, the 
home shall also comply with the additional installation and 
safety requirements specified in Section R156-56-714. 
[ (e)  Guidelines for Manufactured Housing Installation as 
promulgated by the International Code Council may be used as a 
reference guide.] 
 (5)  Pursuant to the Federal Manufactured Home Construction 
and Safety Standards Section 604(d), a manufactured home may be 
installed in the state of Utah which does not meet the local 
snow load requirements as specified in Subsection R156-56-704; 
however all such homes which fail to meet the standards of 
Subsection R156-56-704 shall have a protective structure built 
over the home which meets the International Building Code and 
the snow load requirements under Subsection R156-56-704. 
 (6)  To the extent that the building codes adopted under 
Subsection (1) establish local administrative functions or 
establish a method of appeal which pursuant to Section 58-56-8 
are designated to be established by the compliance agency, such 
provisions are not included in the codes adopted hereunder but 
authority over such provisions are reserved to the compliance 
agency to establish such provisions. 
 (7)  To the extent that the building codes adopted under 
Subsection (1) establish provisions, standards or references to 
other codes which by state statutes are designated to be 
established or administered by other state agencies or local 
city, town or county jurisdictions, such provisions are not 
included in the codes adopted herein but authority over such 
provisions are reserved to the agency or local government having 
authority over such provisions.  Provisions excluded under this 
Subsection include but are not limited to: 
 (a)  the International Property Maintenance Code; 
 (b)  the International Private Sewage Disposal Code, 
authority over which would be reserved to the Department of 
Health and the Department of Environmental Quality; 
 (c)  the International Fire Code which pursuant to Section 
53-7-106 authority is reserved to the Utah Fire Prevention 
Board; and 
 (d)  day care provisions which are in conflict with the 
Child Care Licensing Act, authority over which is designated to 
the Utah Department of Health. 
 (8)  To the extent that the codes adopted under Subsection 
(1) establish provisions that exceed the authority granted to 
the Division, under the Utah Uniform Building Standards Act, to 
adopt codes or amendments to such codes by rulemaking 
procedures, such provisions, to the extent such authority is 



exceeded, are not included in the codes adopted. 
 
R156-56-714.  Installation and Safety Requirements for Mobile 
Homes Built Prior to June 15, 1976. 
 (1)  Mobile homes built prior to June 15, 1976 which are 
subject to relocation, building alteration, remodeling or 
rehabilitation shall comply with the following: 
 (a)  Exits and egress windows 
 (i)  Egress windows.  The home has at least one egress 
window in each bedroom, or a window that meets the minimum 
specifications of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development's (HUD) Manufactured Homes Construction and Safety 
Standards (MHCSS) program as set forth in 24 C.F.R. Parts 3280, 
3283 and 3283, MHCSS 3280.106 and 3280.404 for manufactured 
homes.  These standards require the window to be at least 22 
inches in the horizontal or vertical position in its least 
dimension and at least five square feet in area.  The bottom of 
the window opening shall be no more than 36 inches above the 
floor, and the locks and latches and any window screen or storm 
window devices that need to be operated to permit exiting shall 
not be located more than 54 inches above the finished floor. 
 (ii)  Exits.  The home is required to have two exterior 
exit doors, located remotely from each other, as required in 
MHCSS 3280.105.  This standard requires that single-section 
homes have the doors no less than 12 feet, center-to-center, 
from each other, and multisection home doors no less than 20 
feet center-to center from each other when measured in a 
straight line, regardless of the length of the path of travel 
between the doors.  One of the required exit doors must be 
accessible from the doorway of each bedroom and no more than 35 
feet away from any bedroom doorway.   An exterior swing door 
shall have a 28-inch-wide by 74-inch-high clear opening and 
sliding glass doors shall have a 28-inch-wide by 72-inch-high 
clear opening.  Each exterior door other than screen/storm doors 
shall have a key-operated lock that has a passage latch; locks 
shall not require the use of a key or special tool for operation 
from the inside of the home. 
 (b)  Flame spread 
 (i)  Walls, ceilings and doors.  Walls and ceilings 
adjacent to or enclosing a furnace or water heater shall have an 
interior finish with a flame-spread rating not exceeding 25.  
Sealants and other trim materials two inches or less in width 
used to finish adjacent surfaces within these spaces are exempt 
from this provision, provided all joints are supported by 
framing members or materials with a flame spread rating of 25 or 
less.  Combustible doors providing interior or exterior access 
to furnace and water heater spaces shall be covered with 



materials of limited combustibility (i.e. 5/16-inch gypsum 
board, etc.), with the surface allowed to be interrupted for 
louvers ventilating the space.  However, the louvers shall not 
be of materials of greater combustibility than the door itself 
(i.e., plastic louvers on a wooden door).  Reference MHCSS 
3280.203. 
 (ii)  Exposed interior finishes.  Exposed interior finishes 
adjacent to the cooking range (surfaces include vertical 
surfaces between the range top and overhead cabinets, the 
ceiling, or both) shall have a flame-spread rating not exceeding 
50, as required by MHCSS 3280.203.  Backsplashes not exceeding 
six inches in height are exempted.  Ranges shall have a vertical 
clearance above the cooking top of not less than 24 inches to 
the bottom of combustible cabinets, as required by MHCSS 
3280.204(e). 
 (c)  Smoke detectors 
 (i)  Location.  A smoke detector shall be installed on any 
ceiling or wall in the hallway or space communicating with each 
bedroom area between the living area and the first bedroom door, 
unless a door separates the living area from that bedroom area, 
in which case the detector shall be installed on the living-area 
side, as close to the door as practicable, as required by MHCSS 
3280.208.  Homes with bedroom areas separated by anyone or 
combination of common-use areas such as a kitchen, dining room, 
living room, or family room (but not a bathroom or utility room) 
shall be required to have one detector for each bedroom area.  
When located in the hallways, the detector shall be between the 
return air intake and the living areas. 
 (ii)   Switches and electrical connections.  Smoke 
detectors shall have no switches in the circuit to the detector 
between the over-current protection device protecting the branch 
circuit and the detector.  The detector shall be attached to an 
electrical outlet box and connected by a permanent wiring method 
to a general electrical circuit.  The detector shall not be 
placed on the same branch circuit or any circuit protected by a 
ground-fault circuit interrupter. 
 (d)  Solid-fuel-burning stoves/fireplaces 
 (i)  Solid-fuel-burning fireplaces and fireplace stoves.  
Solid-fuel-burning, factory-built fireplaces and fireplace 
stoves may be used in manufactured homes, provided that they are 
listed for use in manufactured homes and installed according to 
their listing/manufacturer's instructions and the minimum 
requirements of MHCSS 3280.709(g). 
 (ii)  Equipment.  A solid-fuel-burning fireplace or 
fireplace stove shall be equipped with an integral door or 
shutters designed to close the fire chamber opening and shall 
include complete means for venting through the roof, a 



combustion air inlet, a hearth extension, and means to securely 
attach the unit to the manufactured home structure. 
 (A)  Chimney.  A listed, factory-built chimney designed to 
be attached directly to the fireplace/fireplace stove and 
equipped with, in accordance with the listing, a termination 
device and spark arrester, shall be required.  The chimney shall 
extend at least three feet above the part of the roof through 
which it passes and at least two feet above the highest 
elevation of any part of the manufactured home that is within 10 
feet of the chimney. 
 (B)  Air-intake assembly and combustion-air inlet.  An air-
intake assembly shall be installed in accordance with the terms 
of listings and the manufacturer's instruction.  A combustion 
air inlet shall conduct the air directly into the fire chamber 
and shall be designed to prevent material from the hearth from 
dropping on the area beneath the manufactured home. 
 (C)  Hearth.  The hearth extension shall be of 
noncombustible material that is a minimum of 3/8-inch thick and 
shall extend a minimum of 16 inches in front and eight inches 
beyond each side of the fireplace/fireplace stove opening.  The 
hearth shall also extend over the entire surface beneath a 
fireplace stove and beneath an elevated and overhanging 
fireplace. 
 (e)  Electrical wiring systems 
 (i)  Testing.  All electrical systems shall be tested for 
continuity in accordance with MHCSS 3280.810, to ensure that 
metallic parts are properly bonded; tested for operation, to 
demonstrate that all equipment is connected and in working 
order; and given a polarity check, to determine that connections 
are proper. 
 (ii)  5.2 Protection.  The electrical system shall be 
properly protected for the required amperage load.  If the unit 
wiring employs aluminum conductors, all receptacles and switches 
rated at 20 amperes or less that are directly connected to the 
aluminum conductors shall be marked CO/ALA.  Exterior 
receptacles, other than heat tape receptacles, shall be of the 
ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFI) type.  Conductors of 
dissimilar metals (copper/aluminum or copper-clad aluminum) must 
be connected in accordance with National Electrical Code (NEC) 
Section 110-14. 
 (f)  Replacement furnaces and water heaters 
 (i)  Listing.  Replacement furnaces or water heaters shall 
be listed for use in a manufactured home.  Vents, roof jacks, 
and chimneys necessary for the installation shall be listed for 
use with the furnace or water heater. 
 (ii)  Securement and accessibility.  The furnace and water 
heater shall be secured in place to avoid displacement.  Every 



furnace and water heater shall be accessible for servicing, for 
replacement, or both as required by MHCSS 3280.709(a). 
 (iii)  Installation.  Furnaces and water heaters shall be 
installed to provide complete separation of the combustion 
system from the interior atmosphere of the manufactured home, as 
required by MHCSS. 
 (A)  Separation.  The required separation may be achieved 
by the installation of a direct-vent system (sealed combustion 
system) furnace or water heater or the installation of a furnace 
and water heater venting and combustion systems from the 
interior atmosphere of the home. There shall be no doors, 
grills, removable access panels, or other openings into the 
enclosure from the inside of the manufactured home.  All 
openings for ducts, piping, wiring, etc., shall be sealed. 
 (B)  Water heater.   The floor area in the area of the 
water heater shall be free from damage from moisture to ensure 
that the floor will support the weight of the water heater. 
   
KEY:  contractors, building codes, building inspection, 
licensing 
Date of Enactment or Last Substantive Amendment:  [January 1, 
]2007 
Notice of Continuation:  May 16, 2002 
Authorizing, and Implemented or Interpreted Law:  58-1-
106(1)(a); 58-1-202(1)(a); 58-56-1; 58-56-4(2); 58-56-6(2)(a) 

 


